
FOR TEACHERS: 

Inform students that they will be reading or listening to a realistic fiction story.  Ask students 

to think about the lesson the author is trying to teach and how the characters respond to 

events and challenges in the story. 

Teacher may choose to explain hummus (a Middle Eastern and Arabic food dip or spread 

made from cooked, mashed chickpeas) and pita (flat wheat bread). 

Read story:  The Sandwich Swap  by Her Majesty Queen Rania Al Abdullah  (Teacher may 

choose to read aloud while students follow along.) 

 

Grade 2 

Unit 3 

Pre-assessment 

Passage Name: The Sandwich Swap 

Standards covered RL.2.1, RL.2.2, W.2.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Eastern
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab_culture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dip_(food)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spread_(food)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chickpea


NAME: ________________________     DATE:  ________________ 

Read selection:  (Teacher may choose to read aloud while students follow along.) 

 
 

The Sandwich Swap   
By: Her Majesty Queen Rania Al Abdullah 

 
     It all began with a peanut butter and jelly sandwich ….. and it ended with a 
hummus sandwich. 
     Salma and Lily were best friends at school.  They drew pictures together.  
They played on the swings together.  They jumped rope together.  And they 
ate their lunches together.   
     But just what they ate was a little different.  Lily ate a peanut butter and 
jelly sandwich every day for lunch.  Salma ate a hummus and pita sandwich 
every day for lunch.  And although Lily never said it out loud, she thought 
Salma’s sandwich looked weird and yucky.  She felt terrible that her friend 
had to eat that icky chickpea paste every day.  Ew. Yuck.  And although Salma 
never said it out loud, she thought Lily’s sandwich looked strange and gross.  
She felt just awful that her friend had to eat that gooey peanut paste every 
day.  Ew.  Gross. 
     Then one day, Lily just couldn’t hold back those pesky thoughts any longer.  
“Your sandwich looks kind of yucky,” she blurted out.  Salma frowned.  Her 
hurt feelings turned mad.  “Yeah, well your sandwich looks gross, and it smells 
bad too!” Salma snapped back. 
     That afternoon the friends did not draw pictures together.  They did not 
swing together, and they did not jump rope together either.  The next day, 
Salma ate her lunch at one table and Lily ate her lunch at another.   
     Meanwhile, the peanut butter vs. hummus story had spread, and everyone 
began choosing sides.  Each side had something not so nice to say to the other.   
     Pretty soon the rude insults had nothing at all to do with peanut butter of 
hummus. 

 



You’re weird! 
You’re stupid! 

You look funny! 
You dress dumb! 

 
     And then it happened.  Somebody yelled, FOOD FIGHT! 
     Salma and Lily looked at one another from across the rowdy, splattered 
room.  They both felt ashamed at what they saw. 
     They both felt really ashamed when the principal called them into her office 
– after they had helped clean up the mess. 
      
     The following day, Salma set her lunch down across from Lily’s.  The two 
girls nibbled on their sandwiches in silence.  Finally, Lily got up the courage to 
speak.  “Would you like to try a bite of my peanut butter and jelly?” 
     Salma grinned.  “Sure.  Why not?  Would you like to try my hummus and 
pita?” 
     Lily laughed.  “I’d like that.” 
     On the count of three?” 
     “Okay.  On the count of three!” 

1…..2…..3! 
 

Mmmmmmm! 
Yummy! 

     “Hey, this is delicious!” 
     “And this is heavenly!” 
     The girls giggled. 
     And hugged. 
     And traded sandwiches. 
     After lunch, Salma and Lily met with the principal again.  This time they 
were there to suggest a very special event for the whole school. 
 
     And that’s how it all began with a peanut butter and jelly sandwich…..and 
ended with a hummus and pita sandwich. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name ________________________________                        Date___________________ 
 
Unit 3 –Pre-assessment 
 
1. Write a complete sentence that tells what you think the author wanted the 
reader to learn from reading this story. 
   
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__ 

In the story it states: 
 “They drew pictures together.  They played on the swings together.  
They jumped rope together.  And they ate their lunches together.” 
 

 2. Who are “they”?  

a. The principal and teachers  

b. The parents 

c. Lily and Salma  

3. What  was something the girls did not like?  

a. The school  

b. Each other’s sandwich  

c. The rain  

4. Where does this story take place?  

a. At home 

b. At a party 

c. At school 

 
 



Use the words below to help you write three sentences about Salma and Lily’s 
feelings at different parts in the story.  (You can write sentences about one or 
both characters in each sentence.) 
 
     ashamed     enjoyed      different     alike      terrible      yucky      delicious     
 
5. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7.________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
8.  Why do readers need to ask and answer such questions as who, what, 

where, when, why, and how while reading? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

9. Why do readers recount or retell folktales and stories from diverse 

cultures?_______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 



Writing Task: 
 

“After lunch, Salma and Lily met with the principal again.  This time 
they were there to suggest a very special event for the whole school.” 
 

    
 
 

Think about the special event Lily and Salma planned for the school. 
Write a paragraph telling what they planned. 
 
Be sure to include: 

 Details that describe what type of event takes place next in the 
story. 

 Words like first, next, and then in your narrative to show 
sequence. 

 Verbs such as: shared, enjoyed, learned. 
 Remember to check for capitalization and punctuation! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Name____________________                            Date___________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

Scoring Guide and Answer Key 

Unit 3-Grade 2 

 

Question 1 – Answer 

Write a complete sentence that tells what you think the author wanted the reader to 

learn from reading this story?  Accept any sentence that alludes to the lesson: Just 

because something is different from what we are used to does not make it bad.  (We 

should get all the facts before we form an opinion.  Once Salma and Lily tried each 

other’s sandwich, they learned they liked it.) 

Question 2 - c 

Question 3 - b 

Question 4 - c 

Questions 5-7 – Answers 

             Accept reasonable answers. 

Sample sentences: 

Salma and Lily enjoyed spending time with each other. 

Lily and Salma liked to eat different kinds of sandwiches. 

Lily thought Salma’s sandwich looked and smelled strange. 

Lily thought Salma’s sandwich looked yucky. 

Salma felt terrible about the sandwich Lily had to eat. 

Lily and Salma felt ashamed about all the trouble they had caused in the school. 

Once they tried each other’s sandwich, they found it was delicious! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Question 8 - Answer 

Why do readers need to ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, 

why, and how while reading? 

Accept reasonable responses such as:  

Readers need to ask and answer questions while they read in order to demonstrate 

understanding about key details in a text. 

 

 

Question 9 - Answer 

Why do readers recount or retell folktales from diverse cultures? 

Accept reasonable responses such as: 

Readers recount folktales from diverse cultures in order to determine their central 

message or lesson. 

 

Writing Task 0-5 points 

0 Student leaves the response blank or is off task. 

1 Minimally includes elements of the task. 

2 Attempts elements of the task. 

3 Includes most of the elements of the task. 

4 Includes all elements of the task. 

5 Exceeds the minimal requirements of the task. 

 

 

 


